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Unit Components

getting Ready! 
Each unit starts with two questions or tasks 
aimed at preparing the student to think about 
the upcoming theme of the unit.  

new Words! 
This section highlights six vocabulary words 
integral to the story of the unit.  

What do you Think? 
Students are asked to think 
of a question from the story, 
creating a link from text to 
self.

Reading Time 
With the aim of reading fluency, students 
time and record their reading of the story.

Story Time! 
Each unit includes a simple story of 120-140 
words, which the student will read.  
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in your own Words! 
Students are given the opportunity to answer 
comprehension questions in their own words, 
initially guided by a prompt.

Put it in order! 
Students are given practice with sentence 
construction and syntax.  They must rearrange 
the words to form sentences from the story in 
the unit.

new Word Review 
In this section, the students show their 
understanding of the meanings of the six new 
words by using them in novel sentences.

dictation! 
Focusing on listening skills and word 
recognition, the students must listen to 
the recording of the story being read and 
determine which words fill in the blanks.

Key Sentence 
The key sentence allows extra practice of 
meaning, syntax, and fluency by devoting time 
and effort to one sentence.

That’s not Right! 
Another chance for students to demonstrate 
comprehension of the story, in this section the 
students must determine if a statement from 
or about the story is true or false.

Which is Right? 
Comprehension of the story is checked via five 
multiple-choice questions.





no Fair!

a

B

Fiction  : 
duty

Unit 1

1

getting Ready!
Read each question.  Think and tell what your answer would be.
1.   Make a list of chores that you do around the house.  Choose one and think  
      about why you need to do it.
2.  Interview your mother.  What did she want to be when she was growing up?

argument boring chore compromise fair sweep
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new Words!
Using the story, match each vocabulary word to the proper definition.

1.  equal or the same for everyone
2.  a job to do around the house  
3.  no fun, not interesting
4.  a fight of words about different opinions
5.  to use a broom to clean a floor    
6.  when each person gives up something wanted in 
     order to end a disagreement



no Fair!

Jessica hates doing chores.  

She thinks they are boring and a waste of her energy.  

The problem is Jessica’s mom has just started a new job 

and needs more help around the house.  

It is hard for her to go to work and do all of the housework, too.  

She does not have the time nor the energy to do both.

2

Story Time! 
Read the story carefully.
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Jessica’s mom wants her to help with the chores.  This has led to 

some arguments between them.  Jessica would rather let the house 

get messy.  She does not want to make her bed, sweep the floor, 

or do the dishes.  She does not want to clean the house at all.  

After all, the house will just need cleaning again the next day anyway.  

Jessica and her mom need to compromise.  

What do you think is fair?

Fiction  <  duty

Reading Time :  ____m   _____s   Words 137

What do you Think?

What would it be like to 

do all of the housework 

by yourself?
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C Which is Right?
Choose the correct answer for each question about the story.

1.  How would Jessica prefer the house to be?
a.  be tidy                   b.  be neat                   c.  be messy                   d.  be clean

2.  What doesn’t Jessica’s mother have the time nor the energy to do?
a.  Jessica’s attitude b.  all of the housework
c.  watch movies d.  work and do all of the housework

3.  Why does Jessica hate doing chores?
a.  Because she does them too fast. b.  Because she thinks that they are boring and a waste of energy.
c.  Jessica loves doing chores. d.  Because she doesn’t like to get her hands dirty.

4.  What should Jessica and her mother do?
a.  keep arguing b.  forget about cleaning
c.  compromise d.  find a new house

5.  What does Jessica’s mother need now that she has started her new job?
a.  a new job b.  more help around the house
c.  more time to go to the coffee shop d.  a new house

d That’s not Right! (or is it?)
Read each statement about the story.  if it is true, mark T.  if it is false, mark F and write 
the correct statement on the line.

1.  Jessica loves doing the dishes.     T                  F

2.  Jessica thinks chores are a waste of energy.          T                  F

3.  Jessica’s mom has had her job for a long time.        T                  F

4.  Jessica’s mom wants to do all the chores by herself.  T                  F

5.  Jessica does not want to make her bed.                   T                  F

Comprehension & True/False
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F Put it in order!
Below are sentences from the story.  Write the words in the proper order.

1.  Jessica  /  her  /  energy.  /  thinks  /  they are  /  a waste of  /  boring  /  and
 
2. the house.  /  around  /  help  /  more  /  needs  /  mom  /  Jessica’s
  
3. her  /  to  /  help  /  Jessica’s  /  mom  /  chores.  /  wants  /  the  /  with

 
4. at all.  /  She  /  does  /  want  /  to clean  /  house  /  the  /  not 

 
5.   the house  /  cleaning  /  again  /  next  /  day  /  After all,  /  will  /  just  /  need  /  the  /  anyway.

E in your own Words!
Read each question and finish the answer using your own words.

1.   What does Jessica think about doing chores?
 

2.   Why does Jessica’s mother need more help around the house?
 

3.   Who does Jessica’s mother think should help with the chores?
 

4.   Why doesn’t Jessica want to clean the house at all?

 

5.   What do you think is a good compromise for Jessica and her mom?

Wh/Unscramble Questions
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new Word Review
Use the proper vocabulary word to complete each sentence.

1.  I think it would be __________________ if we both cleaned up the mess.

2.  Barbara didn’t want to do her ___________ __ _______s, but she wanted her mom to rest.

3.  Sometimes riding in the car can be _________________  .

4.  Both men were being selfish, which led to an __________________.

5.  “Could you please ___________ ___ ___ the floor?” the teacher asked Mark.

6.  Jaemin and Suji decided to __________ ______ _ _, with Jaemin only playing 

      music until nine o’clock and Suji picking up her shoes.

dictation!
listen to the story carefully.  Write the missing words in the blanks.

Key Sentence
let’s practice the sentence!

Jessica’s mom wants her to help the chores.

Vocabulary & dictation

g

h

 i

3

Jessica hates doing chores. She thinks they are boring and a waste of her energy.  The 
problem is Jessica’s mom has just started a new job and needs more help around the 
house.  1_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______, too.  She does not 
have the time nor the energy to do both.
Jessica’s 2_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
_______.  This has led to some arguments between them.  Jessica would rather 
let the house get messy.  3_______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
_______ _______, _______ _______ _______, _______ _______ _______ 
_______.  She does not want to clean the house at all.  After all, the house will just 
need cleaning again the next day anyway.  Jessica and her mom need to compromise.  
What do you think is fair?

argument boring chore compromise fair sweep


